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The Mount Diablo Metal Detecting Club’s first dedication is to treasure hunting in all its forms and to use and 
enforce the treasure hunter’s Code of Ethics.  The second dedication is to community.  We complete this 

dedication through the use of our trained Community Assistance Team and our support of the Blind Camp. 
www.mdmdctreasurehunting.com 

Our new club president, Rich Davidson, 

called the April meeting to order 

promptly at 7:30pm.  A total of 45 club 

members (including 2 new members) and 

3 guests assembled for the April meeting.  

The new Officer Board is now in place, 

and our former president, Jim Stockton, 

did the official “passing of the gavel” to 

Rich.  Bobby Whitworth won 12 raffle 

tickets in the attendance drawing, and Rusty 

Watson won 6 tickets.  The winner of the “Silver 

Dime” drawing was not present at the meeting, so 

the total amount of $80 will be carried over to the 

May meeting.  Gary Collier presented on his 

recent trip to Las Vegas, where he visited the site 

of the TV show “Pawn Stars”.  Too bad that the 

entire crew was on vacation, so Gary didn’t get to 

share any of his stories with them, and he will not 

be seen on a future episode.  That’s OK, Gary will 

probably have his own TV show someday. 
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The MDMDC Board Members are looking for your thoughts, comments, 

concerns, new ideas, suggestions,  field trips and outings ideas, 

presenters you’d like to hear at our club meetings, and all other ideas big 

and small!  If you have any feedback for us, please email our president, 

Rich Davidson at RICH.DAVIDSON@ROCKETMAIL.COM.  There 

will also be a “suggestions box” available at our upcoming club meeting 

to collect your comments. 

Long-Time Club Member, Steve Bava 

Looking for your Comments 

Did you know that we have a library? Check it out on the MDMDC website. To check 

out a book, please email Susan at SDELBOC@COMCAST.NET with your request and 

she will bring the book to the next meeting (or make other arrangements to get it to you). 



The Mount Diablo Metal Detecting Club meets on the second Tuesday of every 
month at 7:30pm at the Contra Costa Water District Office. 

 
The address is:  1331 Concord Avenue, Concord, CA 94520. 

Past and Upcoming Events 
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April 13th  -  West Coasters “Rendezvous 2012” was held on April 

13th-15th.  A total of 8 MDMDC club members were in attendance 

at this huge event held in Riverside, CA.  There were a total of 9 

hunts over the 3 days, with some major prizes won by our 

MDMDC’ers including an 8oz. Silver Round, a 1/10oz. Gold Coin, 

and a 2.5 Gold Dos Pesos! 

April 29th  -  Annual MDMDC Maxi-Hunt, hosted by Bobby 

Whitworth.  Too much for this page… See next page for the details. 

May 25th  -  The annual Tonopah, NV trip is scheduled for Memorial Day Weekend.  This is a harsh-

climate, high-elevation, full-of-hazards treasure hunting adventure not recommended for the weary!  

We will be sifting at the 100 year old dumpsite, and metal detecting in a few of the local ghost towns.  

Details will be shared at the upcoming May club meeting. 

May 27th  -  Please note:  There will NOT be a scheduled Mini-Hunt this month due to conflicts with 

Memorial Day Weekend and the Tonopah trip. 

June 12th  -  Special Auction at the June MDMDC Club Meeting.  10% of the total sales will be 

donated to the Children’s Blind Camp.  More details about this auction at the May club meeting. 

June 24th  -  Mini-Hunt hosted by Ken Housfeld.  Details to follow in upcoming communications. 

August 1st  -  The annual Blind Camp trip is scheduled for Wednesday, August 1st.  Everyone 

attending will meet at the Buttercup Pantry at 222 Main St, Placerville, CA at 7:00am, and we will 

leave there at 8:00 for the beautiful Leoni Meadows Campground.  We will work with the kids from 

10:00am to noon, eat lunch and leave (same as last year).  Jim Stockton will host a special mini-hunt 

for the MDMDC volunteers with about $10-15 in prizes per person.  Any questions, please contact Jim 

at (925) 757-3834 daytime or (925) 240-6405 evenings. 



2012 MDMDC Maxi-Hunt 
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The annual MDMDC Maxi-Hunt is the biggest hunt put on by 

our club every year.  This year, the hunt was hosted by Bobby 

Whitworth.  We had a total of 39 hunters.  The top prizes 

included 3 Gold Dos Pesos and a 1 gram gold nugget.  The 

hunt was held at Hidden Valley Park in Martinez, CA.  The 

hunt field was quite large, and included a hill side with a 30 

degree incline.  Hunting this area was not easy!  At the start of 

the hunt, the temperature was around 70F, but 1 1/2 hours 

later (yes, 1 1/2 hours of hunting!) the temperature was around 

80 and felt even hotter!  Other prizes included silver dollars 

and rounds, proof sets and coins, many silver coins, Ike and 

other presidential dollars, and a ton of clad coins.  Non-coin 

prizes included a coin tumbler, shovels, fishing poles, blankets, 

a BBQ grill, day packs, tools, lamps, a 2013 MDMDC 

membership, several tarps, and 2 sets of 50 raffle tickets to be 

used 10 at a time in upcoming club meetings.  Three of the top 

prizes were won by tokens held in a random drawing, but one 

was not won and had to be raffled along with about 70 other 

unclaimed prizes!  The hunt field was planted with stamped 

and painted pennies, tokens, nickels, and keys.  Prizes were 

then given away by drawing a token and matching that with 

what the hunter found.  That meant that even if you found a 

token with the letter A or number 1, that did not necessarily mean it was a top prize.  MDMDC also 

contributed $500 from the club savings towards these prizes.  A potluck lunch with tons of great food followed 

the hunt, and everyone had a great time!  Thanks Bobby for hosting a great maxi-hunt! 



Additional Maxi-Hunt Pictures 
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April Meeting Show and Tell! 
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Find(s) of the Month! 

This month’s spotlight goes to Brian Severn for his many amazing 

finds last month.  Brian has been a MDMDC club member since 

2008.  Last month, he shared several of his recent finds with us, 

including an 1883 I.O.O.F. Badge, 1884 Grover Cleveland 

Inaugural button, and 1909S Wheatback , all found in the local 

parks of Sacramento, CA.  Brian said  “The 1883 IOOF badge was 

my last find of the day.  It was getting dark, so we were heading 

home.  On the way home we saw some trench work at a little park, 

and stopped to check it out.  I started detecting one of the piles 

from the trench, and got a silver quarter/half dollar signal on my 

Minelab E-Trac.  I pulled 

out the badge, but it was 

getting dark and thought it 

was a children's toy.   The next day I was cleaning my finds, and 

as I washed the dirt from the badge, I couldn't believe what I was 

seeing "SACRAMENTO V.O.F. 1883." I did a little research on 

it, and found that the Odd Fellows were the first to make 

widespread use of the All-Seeing Eye (it wasn’t used by Masonry 

for quite some time and is a relatively recent addition to their 

symbolism)  The three links are exclusive as a fraternal symbol 

to the IOOF alone and represent the fraternity itself just as the 

square and compass represent Masonry.” 

Grover Cleveland was 

elected Mayor of Buffalo in 1881, with the slogan "Public Office 

is a Public Trust" as his trademark of office. He continued to 

use the slogan as he ran for President for the term of 1884-1886. 

The 1909S Wheatback was found at the same park at the 

button.  

 

 



Brian’s story continues “A friend and I had been researching an 

old adobe trading post site for months, and finally got an 

opportunity to detect it.  It's loaded with iron around where the 

trading post was located, and I started hunting this area using my 

Fisher F75 LTD, my relic hunting detector.  After about an hour 

of noodling through unimaginable amounts of iron I got a good 

signal, and in a hole shared with several square nails I pulled out 

the 1861 Seated Half Dime.  Another hour goes by, and I get 

another decent signal, and out comes the nicest condition Indian 

Head I've ever dug, shame it was only a 1906.  My detecting friend 

starts to catch up, first with an 1849 

Mexican Reale, then towards the end of 

the hunt with an 1881 Seated Dime.   On 

our way out that evening we checked out 

another spot we thought had potential.  

At a depth of at least 8" I got a good 

signal.  I started digging and digging, 

and finally could feel a rectangular 

object at the bottom of the  hole.  

 When I finally got it out it was black 

with dirt caked on, and I thought it was 

some kind of machinery tag or such and tossed it into my junk pouch.  Imagine my surprise after I got 

home and started to clean it up, only to see engraving on it.  I looked at it under a loop and thought it looked 

like a piece of Indian trade silver, so I took some baking soda and water and sure enough it started to polish 

up.  It's about the thickness of a dime, so I have no idea how it got so twisted up, that's a story I'd love to 

know.   I checked on the online forums dedicated to Indian and Fur trade era items, and it was confirmed to 

be a West Coast Fur trading era item 

(early 1800's).   

Overall our research paid off, and we are 

planning to return to the site again! 
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Find(s) of the Month, Continued! 



Gold and Silver prices:  Gold $1642.05, Silver $30.35 

April Meeting Winners! 
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Dan Di Carlo won the grand prize! 

James Badgett with one of his many 

winnings! 

James Badgett won the “2nd Chance” drawing, 

receiving an “Elvis” Silver Eagle.  James also won 6 

additional times that night, which must be some kind of 

record!  I guess that’s what happens when you buy as 

many tickets as he does!  The main raffle prize winner 

was Dan Di Carlo, winning a 1/10 Gold American 

Eagle.  Leo Church won the 2nd place prize of a 1/20 

Gold Maple Leaf.  Congratulations to our April 

winners! 

Leo Church with his Gold coin! 


